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Multipolar legal orders in Europe: Institutional design and "judicial dialogue”

Ito, Yoichi
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Focusing on the phenomenon of “ dialogue des juges” in Europe, particularly
in vogue in recent years in Europe, we tackled a subject which had been scarcely studied by
Japanese legal scholars (including international and European lawyers): resolution of
fragmentation” problem by means of case law. Interestingly, the * dialogue des juges” was not a
success story, even in Europe, from the outset. Nevertheless, national supreme courts (including
constitutional courts) as well as European courts (ECJ, ECtHR, EFTA-Court) became gradually aware of
strategic and vital importance of the “ dialogue des juges” from the late 80s. According to our
case studies, especially on the French Conseil d’ Etat and Conseil constitutionnel, we can safely

say that nowadays, almost all judges in Europe attempt very actively at reconciliation of legal
orders by the “ dialogue des juges” .
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