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In recent years, shortage and uneven distribution of physicians have become
major social problems in Japan. In this study, three related issues were empirically analyzed using
physician survey data. First, we analyzed the factors that influence the physician®s choice of
working as a hospital doctor or opening an own clinic using the physician long-term panel data and
dynamic structural estimation model. Also, using the estimated model, we examined the effect of the
policy for eliminating the uneven distribution of physicians. Second, we analyzed the impact of the
new clinical training system introduced in Japan in 2004 on i) physician distribution, ii) physician

wages, iii) hospital exit, and iv) medical outcomes. Third, we modeled the entry of physicians into
small towns and analyzed the factors of the geographical distribution of physicians. In addition,
using the estimated model, we analyzed how provider payments and aging population affect the
distribution of physicians.
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