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As of 2000s, some of the Japanese mayors have increasingly been involved in
their municipal education policy. During 2010s, they have had an obvious determination to
facilitate their political influences on the education policy on the basis of legal reforms of the
educational administration system. This study investigated the backgrounds and the consequences of
such political trends in the educational system reforms in Japan. In 2014, when the board of
education system (The Local educational Administration Law) was drastically reformed, the major
point at issue was the board members® lack of a sense of responsibility. It was expected that a
trump card for rectifying the board system was to strengthen the mayoral control over the education
policy. The study clarified what are actually changed or unchanged across the reform of the boards
of education through examining its actual conditions and discussed the theoretical implications of
these changes.
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