(®)
2014 2017

Pleovegetation during the Last Glacial Maximum in the northeastern Asia

TAKAHARA, Hikaru
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Palevegetation was revealed based on the paleoecological data such as fossil
pollen and plant macrofossils, and data for population genetic structure of modern trees in Japan.
During the period from 50 ka to 30 ka, pinaceous conifer forests in northeastern, and central Japan
and Cryptomeria forests in western Japan developed with deciduous broadleaved trees. Also, in the
Last Glacial Maximum (LGM) (from 25 ka to 15 ka), boreal conifers (subarctic ﬁinaceous species) such
as spruce, fir, hemlock and pine were dominant on the lower elevation from the northeastern to the
western Japan. Especially, along the Pacific coasts in the Shikoku and Kyushu Islands, vegetation in
the LGM included grass and deciduous trees. Large mammals became extinct during this period. Also,

it is suggested that the patterns of Paleolithic human behavior related the changes of vegetation in
these periods.
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