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It is critically important to establish the rhesus/viral infection system to
elucidate HIV-1 replication and pathogenicity in host individuals. We have made every effort to
generate CCR5- and rhesus macaque-tropic HIV-1 (HIV-1rmt) clones that grow enough to cause
persistent infection and finally induce AIDS. We have successfully obtained molecular HIV-1rmt
clones that grow equally or better in rhesus cells relative to the best-growing CXCR4-tropic
HIV-1rmt previously described. We thus have advanced to the rhesus-infection experiments to
functionally analyze HIV-1 accessory proteins.
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