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This study focuses on the political, social and religious roles of rural
women in contemporary Ethiopia, taking an anthropological approach. Despite the cultural and
religious diversity, Ethiopian societies shared a common feature of patriarchism. Women"s rights and

gender issues were regarded secondary not only inside the household and community, but also by
policy-makers. The political changes brought about by the present EPRDF regime changed the tide and
gender issues came to the fore, opening up opportunities for women to join the society not only as
housewives and employed maids but as students, social workers, and politicians, occupations hitherto
occupied by men. However, our research, the outcome of which was published in "Women of

Contemporary Ethiopia™(2017, Akashi-shoten) reveals many issues remaining that need political and
social attention.
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