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The aim of our research project was to shed light on the theories of
knowledge and science in the Renaissance. F. Petrarca, C. Salutati and F. Bacon all formulated
original theories of science in a period when the university system was growing rapidly and Ancient
knowledge was gaining adherents as a new outlook on man and the world. We discovered that, despite
their differences, the three tackled fundamental issues in the theory of science, such as the nature

and limits of knowledge as well as its meaning for man. We focused in particular on Petrarca; the
Italian humanist, despite current views depicting him as a religious thinker, had in fact a broad
knowledge of philosophy and its contemporary trends. New insights have been obtained on his
grigigality as a sceptical thinker in comparison with predecessors such as Cicero or John of
alisbury.
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