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Research on the significance of traditional Japanese sport culture and the new
value it creates in modern communities from the standpoint of regional
development
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The purposes of this study were to examine the actual conditions and
cultural features of traditional stick games and tug-of-war events held in local districts in Japan,
and to clarify the cultural significance and issues of these traditional sports and games from the
standpoint of regional development. The materials used in this study were collected mainly through
fieldwork and investigations of historical sources. The findings of the current study indicate that
these traditional sports and games that evolved from nature and the history of each region can play
important roles in maintaining local communities and their internal development in Japan, such as
strengthening the identity of residents, enhancing the sense of togetherness, and promoting
intergenerational interactions among residents. In these aspects, we can find the modern
significance of traditional sport culture.
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