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The Movement to Adopt the Colloquial Writing Style (Genbun itchi) and Women"s
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A Pioneering Feminist with a Pioneering Writing Style: Shimizu Shikin"s "Broken Ring" (Koware
yubiwa, 1891) 1930
“ Kotoku Shusui and Japanese Linguistic Imperialism’

I began this research assuming that gaining full literacy was difficult for
many women in Meiji and wondered, "How did colloguialization affect women®s rights?" | focused on
the most accessible writing style that had appeared by 1891 in fiction, in "A Pioneering Feminist
with a Pioneering Writing Style: Shimizu Shikin"s "Broken Ring® (Koware yubiwa, 1891)" (2015).
Expanding on this disadvantaged group to think about reform for such groups in general, 1 applied
Abe Yasushi®s "universal-design" approach as | considered 1930s Romanization and Esperanto movements

in "Dangerous Romanization Movement: The Dream of Saito Hidekatsu Who Promoted the Romanization of
Japanese in the 1930s" (2016). And in “ Kotoku Shusui and Japanese Linguistic Imperialism” (2017)
I found that this earlK socialist pioneered and advocated the same conservative style as
ultranationalists. Shikin, Hidekatsu, and even Taguchi Ukichi pioneered more inclusive writing,
closer to the "universal design" ideal of today.
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