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Quantitative comparative analysis of municipal strategies using heritage
designations by the UN for biodiversity conservation
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The benefit and challenges of regional designations for municipalities are
examined. These include UNESCO"s Man and the Biosphere Programme (MAB), and the Globally Important
Agricultural Heritage Systems (GIAHS) managed by FAO. We examined the awareness and strategies of
the local stakeholders. The main research sites are the Noto GIAHS site, Hakusan as a MAB, and the
Itoi?awa Geopark. From the results, we identified gaps between the local exgectations (increase in
local-product price or number of tourists) and the institutional goals of the regional designations,

using quantitative data. As a scheme to harmonize the local needs and the goals of the
designations, synergistic utilization of the regional designations with products-level
certifications such as Geographical Indications is explored and suggested as municipal tourism
strategies. Based on the outcomes, we published peer-reviewed papers in the academic journals with
international collaborations from Europe and Asia.
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