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This research project aimed to investigate the concept of ‘ voice
consciousness’ in the music of the Ryukyu islands in the south of Japan using recordings, written
records and ethnographic fieldwork. Over the course of the 3-year project research was undertaken
with informants and performers of Ryukyuan classical music, kumiodori, folk music (min’ yo) of
Okinawa and Amami, and Okinawan pop music. The project investigated the ways in which the voice was
theorized, conceptualized and transmitted, as well as the ways in which performers used vocal

technique as a way of negotiating cultural identities. The research results led to 7 conference
presentations and 4 academic papers.
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