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Girolamo Mei

Girolamo Mei (1519-1594) was the first scholar to combine the tradition of
ancient music theory and that of Aristotle Poetics, which two had strangely remained unrelated to
each other up to his time. He achieved this combination by interpreting the striking emotional
effect of the Greek tragedy upon its spectator, as was known from the Poetics, based on what he
understood as the Greek theory of the modes. This presupposes one more interpretation, that is, the
view of the ancient tragedy as sung from beginning to end, which he concluded from his close
analysis of the Poetics. The result was his modern aesthetics of effect, as opposed to the prevalent

poietics.
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