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This study makes thorough examination of the unearthed artifacts,
particularly the Yohen tenmoku tea bowl excavated from Hangzhou, China, and reviews how these
tenmoku tea bowls were regarded within the cultural context in China at that time. It also attempts
new approaches to the studies on tenmoku tea bowls, such as making scientific analyses of the tea
bowls, from those newly excavated to the masterpieces in Jaﬁan, as well as holding academic
exchanges with the potters working on the reproduction of the tenmoku tea bowl. The world"s first
scientific analysis on the Yohen tenmoku in the collection of the Fujita Museum, clarifies that the
glaze has no heavy metal content except for iron and manganese. The analysis also elucidates the
mechanism of the development of the iridescent luster and spots on the surfaces of yohen tenmoku.
This study was featured in a TV program by NHK Educational TV.
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