©
2014 2019

Dramatic ballet: the foundations of its composition
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In this research | examine and seek to throw light on the process by which
the foundations of dramatic ballet were formed in the 18th century, from elements originating in
17th-century courtly culture, such as court and opera ballets, and from others derived from
18th-century popular performance spectacles, such as comic opera. The research revisits the contents

of Noverre’ s Lettres sur la danse, et sur les ballets (1760), which is regarded as one of the most

important 18th-century literary sources on ballet. The research also illustrates the influence on
this process of the dramatic theory of the 18th-century Enlightenment philosopher Denis Diderot,
focusing on a ballet well-known among modern audiences: Dauberval’ s La Fille mal gardee (1789).
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