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A large variety of discourses on natural history including biology and
physiology were produced in the eighteenth- and nineteenth-century Britain. In the present research
an attempt was made to search for natural history discourses which are in particular incorporated
into literature, philosophy, politics, religion and visual culture during the British Romantic

period. And a closer analysis of their primary sources suggested that a new perspective more
fundamental and integrated should be given to represent and mediate apparently fragmented culture of

the British Romantic period.
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17 John Ray,
The Wisdom of God Manifested in the Works of
the Creation (1691)

Carl von Linné, System of Vegetables, Accord-
ing to their Classes Genera Orders Species with
their Characters and Differences. In two volumes.
(1783)
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Robert Hooke
Micrographia: or some Physiological
Descriptions of Minute Bodies made by Magnify-
ing Glasses with Observations and Inquiries
thereupon (1665)
Hooke
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Comte Georges Louis Leclerc de Buffon (The
Natural History of Animals, Vegetables and Min-
erals, with the Theory of the Earth in General,
1775-76 ), Joseph Pitton de Tournefort (The

Compleat Herbal: or, the Botanical Institutions of



Mr. Tournefort, 1716-30), Erasmus Darwin (The
Botanic Garden, In two parts, 1799)
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John Turberville Needham, An Account of some
New Microscopical Discoveries (1745); Obser-
vations upon the generation, composition, and
decomposition of animal and vegetable sub-
stances (1799), John Ellis, The Natural History of
Many Curious and Uncommon Zoophytes (1786),
Henry Baker, Microscope Made Easy (1769);
Employment for the Microscope (1764), George
Adams, Micrographia lllustrata, (1746), Erasmus
Darwin, Zoonomia, or, the Laws of Organic Life
(1796)
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ECCO(Eighteenth-Century Collection
Online) USB

William
Smellie, The Philosophy of Natural Philosophy
(1791), James Lee, An Introduction to botany,
containing an explanation of the theory of that
science (1797), Carl von Linné, Characteres
generum plantarum, 1793; A System of Vegeta-
bles according to their classes, genera, orders
species with their characters and differences
(1783), Joseph Pitton de Tournefort, The Com-
pleat Herbal: or, the botanical institutions of
Mr.Tournefort (1716-30), Comte Georges Louis
Leclerc de Buffon, The Natural History of ani-

mals, Vegetables, and minerals (1775-76)

Linné

William Blake (1757-

1827) A Descriptive Catalogue (1809)

Sir Isaac Newton (1642-1727)

Carl von Linné (1707-78)
Geoffrey
Chaucer (c. 1343-1400) The
Canterbury Tales “General Introduction”
18



Linné 1735

Systema Naturae

(1735)
Blake
Chaucer
Chaucer=
Blake “Chaucers Canterbury Pilgrims”
Blake Chaucer Newton
Linné
classes
“clasases”
“species”
“varieties”
Blake  Chaucer

Johan Caspar Lavater
(1741-1801)
-78)

Phyiognomische Fragmente (1775

1664 Henry Power (1623-
68) Experimental Philosophy
“New Experi-
ments” “In Three Books”
51

“Microscopical Observations” 1

Experimental Philosophy  “The

Preface” Power “Dioptrical
Glasses”
Power “the minutest things”

Experimental Philosophy
1665 Robert Hooke(1635-1703)

Micrographia “The Preface” “Particu-
lars”
118
Hooke
Micrographia
Power  Hooke
Power  Hooke
Linné

Charlotte Smith  John
Ruskin (1819-1900)
19
Louis Joblot, Unfusoria and
Unfusion of Royal Anemones(1718), John Thel-
wall, “An Essay Towards a Definition of Animal
Vitality”(1793), Robert William, On Vaccine
Inoculation (1806), John Hill, Essaysin Natural
History and Philosophy. Containing a Series of
Discoveries, by the Assistance of Microscopes
(1752), S. T. Coleridge, Theory of Life (1812)

William Blake
“polype”
Henry Baker, An Attempt towards Natural History
of the Polype (1743)

Abraham Trembley Mémoires pour servir



a l'histoire d'un genre de polypes d'eau douce
(1744) Trembley
hydra
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Catherine Wilson, The Invisible
World: Early Modern Philosophy and the Inven-
tion of the Microscope (1995) Marian Fournier,
The Fabric of Life: Microscopy in the Seventeenth
Century (1996)

Christopher Smart (Jubilate Agno, 1758
-63), Blake The Four Zoas, 1797,
Milton,1804; Jerusalem, 1804 , Coleridge (Note-
books ), Wordsworth (Poemsin Two Volumes,
1807)
Blake
Wordsworth

Adam Smith, Erasmus
Darwin  William Wilberforce
Sir Joshua Reynolds

Charlotte Smith

Conversations
Introducing Poetry (1804), A Natural History of
Birds (1807)
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