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From theory to works -Italian epics of 16 century-
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Although Italian chivalric or epic poem of the 16th century by Ottava Rima
changed its theme and expression method, reflecting dramatic changes in the political and cultural
situations from the Renaissance period to the Counter-Reformation period, as for the language, it
continued to be faithful to the norm fixed by Pietro Bembo, following his basic idea of returning to

the classical Tuscan language of the 14th century,

In this research, the process of writing of the so called “ Prose della volgar lingua” , which had a
definitive influence on Ariost"s final work, was traced back according to the manuscript, and the
precise interpretation of Vol. 11l was established in the translation iIn Japanese language with
commentary, and the relation between the literary theory, which showed a remarkable development in
the second half of the century and the epic work of Tasso was examined with an extreme accuracy.
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