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A comparative study of the syntax of adjectival and adverbial secondary
predicates in English and Japanese
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I have investigated how predicative adjectives are assocaited with their
subject nouns in phrase structure in English and Japanese. In particular, | have focused on
adjectives describing a result of an act and those expressing properties of an object perceived by
an actor. It has been observed that resultative adjctives in English and those in Jaopanese appear
in different places in phrase structure. Moreover, it has been claimed that perceptive adjectives
are distingusihed from resultative adjectives in terms of both meaning and phrase structure.
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[2] Make causative
a. John made the room clean.
b. Mary made the milk warm.
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[4] Resultative constructions

a. John painted the roof red.
b. Mary wiped the table clean.
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[6] Perceptive constructions
a. * John ate the fish tasty.
b. * Mary read the book interesting.
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b. John made [ the room clean]
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[11] Sally hammered the metal flat again.
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[14] a. John pounded the dough thin.
b. The horses dragged the logs

smooth.
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