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This study experimentally investigates children®s acquisition of the
meanings and the structures of causatives in Japanese. In Japanese, lexical causatives mainly have
direct causative meanings and productive causatives mainily have inidirect causative meanings. This
study examined whether 3 to 6-year-old children know the distinction by using the question-answering

task, the picture selection task and the truth-value judgment task. The results show that the
acquisition of direct causative meanings of lexical causatives is quite early, around the age of
four, whereas the acquisition of indirect causative meanings is late, possibly around the age of
seven. | have suggested that the causes of the delay may be due to the late acquisition of the
bi-clausal structure of productive causatives and the position of the causative morpheme sase.
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