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How the musicality of utterances made in_the setting of music-related activities
stimulates communication among people with intellectual disabilities
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The focus of this empirical study is to study specific practices that can
stimulate communication with intellectually disabled people. The musicality of words and body
movements (gestures) were observed and analyzed from the interdisciplinary fields of linguistics,
developmental science and education practice, for connections between the music or storytelling
activities and an acceleration of communication abilities. Observations took place in the
classrooms and during leisure activities.

Our findings suggest that an interactive musical environment with stories has the potential to
improve the quality of life of intellectually disabled people by providing the means for growth in

their ability to communicate. By making inroads into the lives of the intellectually disabled

through these interactive musical activities, we can benefit from the increased contributions of the
disabled by gaining a wider perspective as a society.
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