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The goal of this project is to consider whether the ability to generate
recursive structures (structures with multiple embedding of the same types of phrases, e.g. an
orange [on the plate [on the desk]]) is innate or not. To achieve this goal, we conducted a series
of experiments on 3- to 5-year-old Japanese-speaking children and investigated how children
comprehend sentences with multiple relative clauses, locative phrases and possessive phrases. The
results show that they can assign recursive structures around the age of 3, although individual
differences are observed. This suggests that children might have the innate ability to generate
recursive structures. However, the results also indicate that they show strong preference for
conjunctive structures (an orange [on the plate] [on the desk]) before they use recursive structures

in a fully adult-like manner, and that language- or construction-specific properties could delay
the emergence of recursive structures in child grammar.
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