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Historical linguistic study of the bound forms containing initial voiced
obstruents in the Japanese Language
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This linguistic study deals with the Japanese bound forms containing an
initial voiced obstruent such as the postpositions bakari, de, ga; the suffixes buri (in ‘
shigoto-buri,” etc.), gachi (in° kumori-gachi,” etc.); and other lexical elements. We discuss the
following issues on the bound forms with referring to the relationship with rendaku compounding(i.e.

sequential voicing).

(1) Classification of the initial voiced forms in the Japanese lexicon, (2) hierarchic role or
position of each initial voiced form in a sentence, (3) characteristics of the phonotactic rule of
voiced obstruents, (4) historical process of the birth of each initial voiced form, (5) noticeable
trend of the increase of the initial voiced forms through the history of Japanese, (6) morphological
comparison between initial voiced formation and vowel harmony, (7) controversial issue on the
genesis of the contrast between voiceless and voiced obstruents, (8) other residual problems.
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