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Language aptitudes have significant impacts on second language acquisition.
This study aimed to find out how the roles of language aptitudes differ among learners of Japanese
with typologically different first languages, focusing on Chinese and Mongolian learners. The
language aptitudes were operationalized as linguistic analytic ability, phonological short-term
memory, and working memory, and the study examined how these contributed respectively to the success
of learning in the beginning phase. Results revealed that phonological short-term memory was
important regardless of typological differences of the learners’ first languages, and that language
analytical ability was necessary for acquisition of Japanese grammar for Chinese learners. These
findings suggest the possibilit¥ that certain aEtitudes have critical impacts regardless of
e

learners’ first languages, while others contribute differentially according to the distance between
first language and target language.
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