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Exchanges between teacher and learners in Japanese class: Viewing repair as
interactional acts
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This research discusses exchanges of correction (one kind of repair) in a
Japanese class using a conversation analytical approach, and found the following features: 1) the
sequence of correction is usually started in the middle of or immediately after the learner answers
to the teacher’ s question; 2) the correction can be done not only by the teacher but also by other
learners; and 3) the teacher closes the sequence of the correction while confirming that the utterer
of the error demonstrates understanding by repeating the corrected form. Furthermore, the paper
shows any members of the class, not just the teacher and the utterer of the error, can take part in
this sequence.
Even if it is difficult to comprehend the learner’ s utterance, the teacher repeats repairs in order
to explore the learner’ s intention and error. It is further shown that this type of repair can be
done in such a way that other learners can participate.
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