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The aim of this research project is to improve German as a foreign language
(GFL) students’ interaction skills by enhancing their use of German during pair work. For this
purpose it was examined what governs their choice of either Japanese (L1) or German (L2) during
typical group work tasks employed in GFL teaching. The methods used for the data collection include
classroom observation, audio recordings of classroom activities as well as interviews and written
surveys with students. The results indicate that students resorted to their L1 quite extensively
when solving communication problems, to reflect on L2 vocabulary and structures, and to tackle

difficulties with task fulfilment.
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