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We discussed Japanese university students® perceptions of their linguistic
resources through their language portraits -- self-portraits representing the subject®s relationship
with Iangua%es. While not having much experience practicing the languages that they learned, their
sense of self drawn on their language portrait was limited to being a learner rather than a social

agent. However, after studying abroad, they expressed new values in their languages and plural
identities, which could be considered as a development toward plurilingual and intercultural
competence. In participating in the language portrait activity, students are invited to realize
their own value of languages that reflects their experience of otherness. Also it helps their
teacher to recognize development that can be difficult to evaluate by referring to the traditional
objectives of language learning.
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