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ng?lopment and validation of a role-play test to evaluate English speaking
ability
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Chapelle, Enright, and Jamieson (2008)

This study aims to develop a role-play test for students of English as a
second language and establish test procedures while maintaining the validity of interpretations and
uses based on the test scores. We compared the role-play test with a discussion test to develop
effective test administration and evaluation methods. Japanese undergraduate students of English
took the role-play and discussion tests, and we analyzed their test performance data and responses
to a questionnaire regarding various validity aspects based on Chapelle, Enright, and Jamieson
(2008). The results indicate that the role-play test has multiple appropriate properties and
advantages such as the ability to elicit various language functions including “ proposing” and “
thanking and apologizing.”
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Card A Card A, Card B
(Student A) (toothache) Hobby ( sports,
Student B B club, last weekend,
1 Golden Week)
Card B
Student A
(Student B) (dentist)
(painkiller)

Student A: My name is ( ). | am Student A.




Student B: My name is ( ). | am Student B. This is
Conversation 7, Toothache.

Toothache Hobby
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