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A preliminary survey for prosopography of mansabdars of the Mughal Empire
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The system of the mansab (i.e. rank) constitutes the core of the
administration of the Mughal Empire (1526-1858) with multifaceted aspects of both a salary system
and an aristocratic order as well as a military organization. This research project has intended to

collect and analyze prosopographical data of the mansabdars (the mansab holders) of the empire by a
comprehensive survey of various sources, aiming to establish a basis of a database of the Mughal
mansabdars. Through this project, many of the primary sources for establishing the database have
been acquired. Building and analyzing a tentative database has illuminated some of the
ever-neglected aspects of the Mughal Empire such as its imperial foster-kinship, its imperial ritual
of giving and its nobility in the context of its literary milieu, which have ever been neglected
and need to be further studied.
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