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This research examines both qualitative and spatial changes of black
communities by paying close attention to historical conditions of Central Brooklyn and Harlem, two
principal black communities in New York City. The former stands for the issue of who represents
dominant black residents there and the latter the shift of spatial boundaries of black communities
in the city. Central Brooklyn, where local black population has rapidly exhanced its diversity due
to a large-scale influx of black immigrants from the West Indies, and Harlem, where local black
residents and college students solidified themselves by standing against Columbia University’ s plan

of campus expansion into the western edge of the black community, are among several historical
cases. They symbolize the interdependent relations between expanding black diversity and structural
changes of New York City.
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SAS: Students’ Afro-American Society
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1960 ARCH: Architects’
Renewal Committee in Harlem; WHCO: West Harlem Community Organization
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