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The mechanism of multiple forced migrations in the East-Central European
countries after World War 11
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This research showed that the linkage of the forced migration of German
residents, migration of Szekely refugees, and the population exchange between Czechoslovakia and
Hungary were caused by the land reform carried out by the new Hungarian government at the end of
World War 11. The expulsion of German residents was accelerated and strengthened in order to
distribute the land to the Szekelys and the Hungarian-Slovaks from Czechoslovakia who were
recognized as the Hungarians by the government. The nation-state building in the Hungary after the
World War 11 entailed nationalization of the land, sort of ethnic cleansing. In addition, the forced

migration and the population exchange did not become effective means to solve the minority
qguestions that intended by the Hungarian and Czechoslovakian governments, and the international
communities, rather brought the further migration of residents and produced the new ethnic groups in
the local communities in Hungary, Czechoslovakia, and Germany.
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