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The sugar plantation economy thrived with the slavery of Africans in the
West Indies. The slavery abolished in 1833. The abolition of the slavery was proceeded with the
compensation to slave owners by the national budget. The fact is not known in Japan. In this
project, the researcher demonstrates that the depression of British West Indies was the main reason
of the adoption of the compensation. Not only bankers and merchants but also ordinary people
invested their property to the West Indies. British government needed to save such investors in
Great Britain as well as the slave owners. West India Interests wanted to reduct sugar duties but
sugar duties were too important revenue. The British government prefered the compensation to
reducting sugar duties. The researcher also shows that some West India merchants who got the
compensation money reinvested it to the sugar production. Not a large part but some of the
compensation money helped restruct the sugar economy after the abolition.
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