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This research examines French perceptions of its past colonialism. Unlike
Japan, where there has been extensive criticism of the perceptions of its colonial past, France has
not particularl¥ been subject to criticism from its former colonies, with the exception of Algeria,
and thus its colonial past has not been necessarily perceived as “ negative” in France. The aim of
this study was to elucidate how France’ s ﬁerceptions of its colonial past have been shaped through
focusing on Sub-Saharan Africa, a region that has been pro-France since before its independence, and
by methodological approaches to social history.
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