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Wars and the German Sozialstaat in the First Half of the 20th Century - with an
Example of the Family Policy during the Nazi Regime

Kitamura, Yoko
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The Reichsversorgungsgesetz (State Support Law for War Victims) of 1920 had
regulated pensions for the bereaved families, but it couldn®t cover the cost of living at all.
Rather, it took the wages of the bereaved, especially the widows, into account. Followed to their
race ideology, the Nazis excluded the Jews out of the war victims in 1934. The Nazi Party also
preferred the gender role model, so that war widows with little children were droven to remarry to
Aryan men. During the World War 11, many women including war widows were mobilized into war
industries.

The Federal Republic of Germany established the Bundesversorgungsgesetz (Federal Support Law for
War Victims) in 1950 and gave them official support like after 1920. War widows were recommended to
earn wages, but it was no more acceptable during the 1960"s. We can find several continuitis in the
support for war victims, although the category of war victims were cleary divided with race ideology

under the Nazi-Regime.
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