©
2014 2017

Comparative Socio-Historical Study of the Japanese and German Social Policies
under the Total War System
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This study examined, from a comparative socio-historical ﬁerspective, how
the social policies of Japan and Germany from the mid-1930s to the early 1940s, which were bound to
cope with labor and leisure issues, contributed to establishing the total war system of the two
countries. By focusing in particular on the influence that the Nazi leisure organization “ Strength
through Joy“ exerted on the Japanese leisure movement “ Kosei Undo” , it made clear in which manner
the Nazi social policy, which adopted advanced management methods such as Taylorism and Fordism and
increased labor productivity through utilizing leisure time, was introduced to the social reform
plan of wartime Japan, contributing to the establishment of total war (welfare state) system.
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