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Study of Shell-trade in Yayoi period from a viewpoint of Ryukyu Islands
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For these 20 years the data from Ryukyu Islands on the shell-trade

increased, | reexamined it from the viewpoint of the place of shell product, through analysis of the
shell accumulation left in Okinawa. Trough analysis, it became clear that half made artefact of
Gohoura, strombus sp., was the main trading material from the beginning of the trade, not the shell
itself as it was realized before. It assumed that the people from the north for trading and Okinawa
islanders made the primary design of the Yayoi bracelets together, because the bracelets very
similar to that of Yayoi culture were often found in the shell accumulation in Okinawa.
The shell-trade is divided into three phases; "the start period” in which the half-made artefact of
the back holed type appears, 'the developing period" when the type of the ventral holed occupies the
main consumption and the quality of the shell begins decreasing, and "the meridian time to ebb tide

period" when the ventral holed rough type comes up.
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