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The correlation between rainfall amount and frequency of pastoral conflicts in
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The correlation between rainfall amount and frequency of conflict was
investigated in pastoral societies of arid area in East Africa. We examined the correlation between
the rainfall data of the US Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration and the fre?uency of conflicts
obtained from the field research. Although the amount of rainfall was relatively high in the year of

2014, low-intensity disputes frequently occurred. The frequency of conflict was low in both 2015
and 2016 though the amount of rainfall was the smallest in 2015, while it was sufficient in 2016.
There was drought in early 2017, and the frequency of conflict was high after the drought ended. It
is suggested that the hypothesis that conflicts increase if less rainfall is not necessarily

applicable in pastoral societies of arid area.
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