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"Memory™ and "Taming" of History: from the Perspective of Anthropology on
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Taiwan was repeatedly governed by rulers who came from outside the island.
And it"s interesting to note that there are not a few examples of incorporating those rulers as
objects of faith. This research aimed to clarify how social memories are created, passed down and
transformed by contacting with foreigners or being dominated by them through folk religion. In
particular, in this research, we mainly studied cases where Japanese were enshrined to God. In
addition, we considered cases of deifying Dutch and mainland Chinese (Chiang Kai-shek)
concomitantly.With regard to Japanese, over 40 cases were discovered within the research period. We
conducted a relatively detailed interview survey and participant observation to a few temples in
which Japanese are enshrined.
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