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This research argues that the decolonisation from the mid-1950s was not
aimed at achieving the peoples® political rights, as advocated in Wilson"s 14 points, but at
promoting economic growth through state machinery. This goal was not, however, accomplished when
newly-born countries accepted independence recognised by the colonial powers, i.e. one subject to
the Western economies™ dominance. Moreover it was in the cases where the colonial powers failed in
transferring political power smoothly to local collaborators that the US and the Soviet Union
directly intervened in the third world. In other words, the US aim was to prevent the Russians from
penetrating influence by taking advantage of the colonial powers® failure. This was in tune with the

Imperialism of Decolonization, coined by Louis and Robinson. The cold war era was the one in which
the sovereign-state system was transplanted in the dependent areas while the colonial powers,
assisted by the US, retaining political influence.
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