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A Study on the Design of Early Childhood Education and Care Conferences as the
Community of Practice.
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The purpose of this study is to examine what using qualitative approaches
(KJ Method and TEM) in early childhood education and care conferences will bring to teachers
reflections and understanding of children. A kindergarten and a daycare teacher who participated in
conferences that utilized the qualitative approaches were interviewed. The results led to two
conclusions. (1) Using the KJ Method contributed to the creation of diverse opinions, guarantee of
utterance opportunities, and reduction of speaking anxiety. (2) Using TEM contributed to
multifaceted understanding of the children, attention to behavior, and promotion of “ if”
discussions. The conclusions suggest that qualitative approaches are beneficial for forming and
exchanging practical content knowledge among teachers.
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