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A historical study on the theory and practice of special educational
considerations in the american progressive era
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The purpose of this study was to clarify the theory and practice by new
schools and progressive schools from the 1890s to 1920s from the view point of special educational
consideration. Firstly, as one of ﬁrogressive schools, the practice of Indianapolis No.26 public
school, which was introduced by John Dewey his daughter Evelyne in their book “ Schools of
Tomorrow” (1915) was examined. This school was a “ black public school” in poor district, but
pupils and people from community had actively worked together on the practice of repairing school
house, improving their lives and leisure activities, and also helping each other. Secondly, 1 have
analyzed the practice of physical education and housing education at the Dewey’ s Laboratory school
which was opened in Chicago in 1896. From the viewpoint of the source of inclusive education, this
was an advanced practice concerning how to create a curriculum of activities that children with
different characteristics and needs can participate.
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