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Potential influence of interleukin-6 on the therapeutic effect of gefitinib in
patients with advanced non-small cell lung cancer harbouring EGFR mutations
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In our study, in 52 patients with EGFR-mutat lung cancer who received
gefitinib, EGFR tyrosine kinase inhibitor (TKI), the high IL-6 expression group, accouting for 46%,
tended to have poor progression-free survival as compared with the low_expression group. In
pre-clinical studies using cell lines, the efficacy of EGFR tyrosine kinase inhibitor was related to
IL-6 expression level. Thus, EGFR-TKI treatment alone seems insufficient in the high IL-6
expression group, and further treatment strategy should be developed.
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