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Usefulness of 1000 Hz tympanometry for diagnosis of middle ear infusion in
Japanese infants
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Impedance audiometry of the tympanic membrane by tympanometry is an
inspection method which easily detects the middle ear fluid. 226 Hz probe tone is usually used, but
1000 Hz is said to be useful in infants and it is recommended for 6-9 month-old infants who have
difficulty in taking local findings. In this study, we performed 1,000 Hz and 226 Hz tympanometry at

253 ears of infants and examined the usefulness together with clinical data. The sensitivitﬁ of the
1000 Hz tympanometry was 84.6% and the specificity was 62.3%. Although the sensitivity was higher
than 226 Hz, the specificity was low. For the diagnosis of exudative otitis media in infants, not
only 1000 Hz tympanometry but also local findings and examination data should be considered and

evaluated.
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