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Study of the ideal way of care for the elderly, disabled and dementia from the
viewpoint of hearing communication impairment
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In Study A, we conducted a follow-up survey of persons with a disability
certificate by hearing. Eighty three percent of respondents received a publicly delivered hearing
aid, and the evaluation scores on the hearing aid usage, effectiveness and quality of life of the
users were generally high, but even with hearing aids, activity restrictions still remained.

Study B was a hearing aid 6 months trial study for hearing-impaired older outpatients visiting the
memory clinic, which examined the influence of hearing aid use on cognitive function. Those with a
cognitive decline of 27 points or less in the Mini-Mental State Examination (MMSE), which is a
global cognition test, showed cognitive function maintenance without significant difference about 6
months after the introduction of the hearing aid. It was also shown that cognitive function could be
maintained by continuing hearing aids usage even in cases of poor speech discrimination.
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