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This research project aimed at clarifying three processes taking place in liberal
arts courses that dealt with topics related to Japanese culture and society, and that specifically
tar?eted undergraduate students of multicultural and multilingual backgrounds: the process of building
collaborative learning environments, the ensuing process of change of awareness among students, and the
related process of relationship-building between students. We recorded and analyzed student group
conversations throughout the semester, in four courses, which were held either iIn Japanese or in Japanese
and in English. Our findings clarified the possibilities offered to students to acquire multiple
perspectives, not only about each course’ s content, but about themselves and others too. The project
also identified conflicts arising from the existence (even situational) of linguistic minorities, and
illustrated the multilateral awareness that stemmed from participation in such conflicts among students.
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