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A macroeconomics experiment on a growth model with poverty traps
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Building on the study of Capra et al.(2009 Economic Journal), we conducted
arguably the Ffirst macroeconomics experiments in Japan. Our experimental results are sharp: in all the
sessions from 30 subjects, the economies never got out of poverty traps. The results were due to poor
coordination among experimental subjects, who just focused on their own profits. Our contribution in this
project is not just about experimental results, but also about preparations of experiments. Nowadays the
robustness of experimental results are questioned and it is important for researchers to provide the
possibility of replications of their studies. We prepared a Ztree-free experimental environment which is
accessible for anyone with a Macintosh computer. In constructing such an environment, substantial portion
of our resources were invested.
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