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i i _ The study investigates the roles of “ strangers” in local maturing_
industries. Stranger is individual that is not firmly embedded in given prevailing institutional
environments such as local firm' s behavioral routines in R&D and sales, and their business

networks.

Through case studies on Japanese textile industry, | showed that some strangers are engaged in local
industrial communities in specific regions, and others travel some regions. | also revealed that “
strangers” are attempting to reorganize industrial communities by building new business partnership
within and between region(s) to innovate their products and so on. Future research should examine

what affects the outcomes of their activities and how the findings above could be theoretically

integrated into other related fields such as sociology.
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