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Detection of function of moxibustion on neurotransmitter secretion
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The mechanism of moxibustion treatment has not been clarified. Some effects of
moxibustion may be mediated by the neuronal transmission of the brain with various neurotransmitters. In
the present study, moxibustion was applied to rats, and their brains were investigated. Moxibustion
induced the dopamine release and c-Fos expression in the mesolimbic dopamine system, and showed a
positive preference by the conditioned place preference test, suggesting that moxibustion stimulated the
activation of the reward system of rat brain.

In addition, we investigated the possibility of the application of moxibustion for treatments of diseases
in which the disorder of neurotransmitters was involved. In 6-OHDA rats which had a shortage of dopamine
release, no improvement was shown by moxibustion. In pain-sensitive animals to which naloxone was
applied, pain-relative areas of brains were inactivated with moxibustion stimulation, suggesting that
moxibustion has a possibility of analgesia.
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