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Recently, we witnessed the proliferation of new citizen groups that are
called “ NPOs " in Japan. The gradual transformation of nonprofit policies since 1990s definitely
influenced the strengthening Japanese NPOs. However, we do not have a clear answer yet as to why the
NPO policies has been promoted.

This study examined the micro-level political behavior of Japanese Diet members and citizen ?roups
concerned with promoting the NPO policies. Based on the multivariate analyses of an original data
set about Diet members and the Japanese Third Sector Survey 2014, this study revealed following
facts; First, Diet members try to engage in the NPO policies for their own political career up, not
for vote-seeking. Second, citizen groups who have legitimacy and independent financial resources
tend to be successful in their advocacy. Third, the effect of public funding on advocacy is
nonlinear and fits an inverted U-shaped model.
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