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Is low social motivation the cause of social difficulties in autistic
individuals? A cognitive study
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The cognitive cause of social difficulties that autistic individuals
confront in their daily lives has been thought to be their unique social cognitive style. In this
study, we empiricall¥ tested the hypothesis that the unique social cognition of autistic individuals

derives from their low levels of social motivation. Through our research, it was found that the
social motivation both in autistic and typically developin? individuals was somewhat associated with
social cognitive tendencies. Social preference, which could be linked to social motivation, was
observed to be equally strong in autistic and typically developing individuals.
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