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Taxonomic studies on fossil anurans and lizards from the Early Cretaceous Sasayama
Group, Hyogo, Japan.
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Numerous anuran and lizard fossils have been found from the Lower Cretaceous
Sasayama Group together with dinosaurs. In present study, we investigated the taxonomic assignments for
two nearly complete specimens of fossil anurans and twelve cranial specimens of fossil lizards, on the
basis of comparative morphological studies between these and Mesozoic or archaic taxa. As the results,
two specimens of anurans were described as novel, two distinct taxa, and the lizard specimens were
identified as two types of genus Pachygenys including a new taxon, and six types of sincomorphans.
Although the discovery of genus Pachygenys from the Sasayama Group represents the faunal correlation of
lizards between Japan and eastern Eurasia, the two anurans and other lizard fossils from the Sasayama
Group did not show any evidence of their particularly close affinity to anurans and lizards from the
Lower Cretaceous of the eastern Eurasia.
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