2014 2015

Study of Judith Gautier®s literary works on Japan : Elucidation of the overall
picture and creation process of the novel Usurper

Yoshikawa, Junko
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Writer Judith Gautier introduced Japanese culture to France through her literary
works spanning the latter half of the nineteenth century to the early twentieth century. This study
constructed an overall picture of her works on Japan, and advanced the understanding of the creation
process of her first novel Usurper. We found her works are characterized by the writings inspired by
events concerning Japan, an interest in Japanese mythology and literature, a reflection of period
problems, and the use of readily obtainable documents. This study built a foundation for researching the
sources of her works and considering their relationship with the historical background.
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